The central theme of Getting Married is the marriage of Edith
and Cecil. The other sex-relationships are arranged in contrast
to it or as parallels to it. The conjugal relationship between
the Bishop and his wife, though old-fashioned, is new and serves
as a standard for judging the other relationships. That between
Collins and his wife does not depart from the normal marriage
and belongs to the tradesmen's class. That between Mrs. George
and her husband also belongs to the same class and is unusual
The rest are upper-class marriage relationships. Lesbia wants
children without a husband. Edith's marriage is complicated
by the fact that she is a public-worker. She is also for a trade-
unionism of the wives in the sweated trade of being a mother
and a wife. Edith and Cecil show themselves Positive Characters
not only because they face facts, but also because they clear the
obstacles to their marriage intelligently.
It may be noted that Edith does not get the standard wage as a
wife settled.   Poor Cecil has to pay the Insurance premia against
his wife losing her temper in public work.   Commonsense seems to j
be too weak to stand against the marrying and homing instincts.!
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In Missahance, the family life of the Tarletons is presented. The'
brother hates the sister and the sister hates the brother. Th.e
son and daughter do not like the ways of their father, and the
father has no high opinion of his son, and he positively hates the
daughter. The mother, who is the embodiment of tact and
commonsense, tolerates her daughter though she does not like
her ways. Julius Baker, the son of a woman, who was once the
mistress of Tarleton actually attempts to blow out the brains of
Tarleton. Though dislike is the normal relationship of con-
sanguinity, liking, attraction, and good manners characterize the
relationship of the family to the strangers. Hypatia is her father's
daughter. The Life Force in her urges her to seek a father for
her children. She thinks of marrying Bentley, she flirts with his
father, and finally she grabs up Percival who drops from the skies.
Johnny and Tarleton m$ke love to Lina. Whether the Tarletqn
household is a representative family is doubtful.
Nominally, the theme of the play is the breaking up of the match
between Hypatia and Bentley and her choosing of Percival as
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